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Upcoming Federal and Religious Holidays and Observations
	Jan 1
	Wednesday
	New Year's Day
	Federal Holiday
	 
	

	Jan 2
	Thursday
	Last Day of Chanukah
	Jewish holiday
	 
	

	Jan 6
	Monday
	Epiphany
	Christian
	 
	

	Jan 7
	Tuesday
	Orthodox Christmas Day
	Orthodox
	 
	

	Jan 10
	Friday
	Asarah B'Tevet
	Jewish holiday
	 
	

	Jan 14
	Tuesday
	Orthodox New Year
	Orthodox
	 
	

	Jan 20
	Monday
	Martin Luther King Jr. Day
	Federal Holiday 
	 
	

	Jan 20
	Monday
	Inauguration Day
	Federal Holiday 
	
	

	Jan 27
	Monday
	Isra and Mi'raj (Tentative Date)
	Muslim
	 
	

	Feb 1
	Saturday
	First Day of Black History Month
	Annual Monthly Observance
	 
	

	Feb 2
	Sunday
	Groundhog Day
	Observance
	 
	

	Feb 9
	Sunday
	Super Bowl
	Sporting Event
	 
	

	Feb 13
	Thursday
	Tu Bishvat/Tu B'Shevat
	Jewish holiday
	 
	

	Feb 14
	Friday
	Valentine's Day
	Observance
	 
	

	Feb 17
	Monday
	Presidents' Day
	Federal Holiday
	 
	

	Feb 25
	Tuesday
	Maha Shivaratri
	Hindu Holiday
	 
	

	Feb 26
	Wednesday
	Maha Shivaratri
	Hindu Holiday
	 
	





Hickory Hollow News
New HH HOA AT (100 home AT section) Board of Directors was elected in November 2024.   Congratulations to Gloria Reid, Pia Robinson, Mark Robinson, Tracey Epps, and Regenia Weathersby.

New HH HOA (entire 325 home development) Board of Directors was elected in December 2024.  Congratulations to Beverly Pinckney, Pia Robinson, Mark Robinson, Gloria Reid, Tracey Epps, Delmar Weathersby, Paulette Haws, Jamil Williams, and Shawnte Billings. 

HOA Board of Directors’ goals as presented to the community at the December 2024 annual meeting:     
Financial
· Maintain a Strong Financial position by Decreasing Delinquencies and Building our Reserves
· Setting up Payment Agreements tailored to homeowners’ needs
Community Management
· With the help of our New Management Company, we will continue to strive to maintain Effective and Timely Communication.
· With Management oversight visits we strive to adhere to the Deed Restrictions to which we all agreed.  Adherence to these rules contributes to a respectable and welcoming neighborhood appearance and helps maintain property value. 
· Efficient ARC Response time.
Due Diligence during Contract negotiations
· When Negotiating new Contracts (e.g., vendors, contractors, management companies), we will always use Prudent and Diligent methodology when Spending Community Money.
· Contracts for Pond cleanup and routine maintenance and Pool service have been established.
Communication and Transparency
· The Board has established a Hickory Hollow HOA email address:
hoahickoryhollow@gmail.com
·  A Bi-monthly Newsletter is posted on Facebook: Official Hickory Hollow HOA Smyrna DE
· Through commitment and dedication, the Volunteer Board members will continue to work as a Unified Board.
· We are Committed to Attending to your Needs and Encourage our neighbors to Speak with us.



The Board presented the FY2025 budget to the community at the annual meeting on December 3, 2024.  The 2025 annual assessment, which will be due in April 2025, will be $264.  The need for a $31 increase was discussed at length by Mr. Weathersby (HOA Treasurer), questions were fielded and answered, a vote was taken, and the budget was passed.  
The HH HOA has discontinued service with BC Communities and has hired a new Management Company, IPS (Investment Property Services:  413 Larch Circle, Newport, DE 19804, 302-994-3907, Monday-Friday 8:00 am. – 4:00 p.m.)  In the next couple of months homeowners will receive official notification of this change and instructions as to how to remit payment for our annual assessment.

Please be respectful of everyone’s property.  Residents are reminded to clean up after their dogs.  The Smyrna Town code states:
Sec. 14-8. - Accumulation and removal of animal fecal matter
(c) Any person in possession of any animal shall immediately remove, in a sanitary manner in an airtight bag or other closed container, any fecal matter deposited by such animal upon any street, sidewalk, park, or upon any other public property, or upon any private property not owned by the person in possession.

Town of Smyrna

Yard waste collection will end for the winter months on December 12, 2024, and resume in the spring (resumption date has not been published).

The Town Council passed the FY2025 budget on December 1, 2024.  There will be no increase in our property taxes in 2025.  However, there will be a slight increase in our utility bills due to the price increase the vendors are charging the town.

	Smyrna happenings can be found in “Thursday Town Tidbits” delivered via email.  This is a good resource to find out what is happening in and around Smyrna.  Sign up through the Town of Smyrna website, at the bottom of the “Community” pull down menu. 

All residents are urged to take an interest in the Town Council Meetings.  Find out what is happening in Smyrna.  The Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of every month at 7pm in the Council Chamber of Town Hall.  If you can’t attend in person, the meetings are available through Zoom.  The Zoom link is available on the town website (“Government” pull down menu, “Agenda Center”, “Mayor and Council”)





There has been an important change to the Town Code regarding rental properties and may have an impact on certain properties within Hickory Hollow.  The following is the HH Declaration of Private Covenants, Condition, and Restrictions:
Section 2.22 Lease Agreements
All lease agreements for any Lot or Structure must be in writing and submitted to the Board of Directors of the Association for approval.  The minimum term of all lease agreements is one year.  All lease agreements are subject to this Amended Declaration and must state so clearly.  Current copies of any lease must be supplied to the Association.  Record Owners who do not reside on their Lot must provide their current addresses and telephone numbers to the Association.

Chapter 18, Chapter XI (Buildings and Building Regulations) of the Smyrna Town Code:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 18 (BUILDINGS AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS), ARTICLE XI (RENTAL PROPERTIES) TO REQUIRE RENTAL
LICENSES AND RENTAL INSPECTIONS AND CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY
FOR RENTAL UNITS OCCUPIED BY INDIVIDUALS RELATED TO THE PROPERTY
OWNER

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4.2.25 of the Town Charter, the Town Council is
authorized to “provide for and preserve the health, peace, safety, cleanliness, ornament, good order and public welfare of the Town and its inhabitants;”
WHEREAS, not requiring rental licenses and rental inspections and certificates of
occupancy for rental units occupied by individuals directly related to the property owner has created enforcement issues for the Town; and  

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Town Council of the Town of Smyrna, unless another
exception applies, it is in the best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare to require licenses and rental inspections and certificates of occupancy for rental units that will be occupied by persons directly related to a property owner.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ENACTED by the Town Council of the Town of
Smyrna, a majority thereof concurring in Council duly met, that the Smyrna Town Code be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section 1. Amend Chapter 18 (Buildings and Building Regulations), Article XI (Rental
Properties), by making insertions as shown by underline and deletions as shown by strike
through, as follows:
Sec. 18-402. Rental license required; exceptions; application and fee.
(a) No dwelling unit may be leased, subleased, or occupied by any person other than the owner until a rental license has been issued by the town. 
(b) Exceptions.
(1) No rental license shall be required where the owner occupies the dwelling unit;
(2) No fee shall be charged if the occupant provides written verification that they are
directly related to the owner. 
(c) Application. Application for a rental license shall be on forms provided by the town and
signed by at least one co-owner of the subject property. Such forms shall require, among
other information: 
(1) The name, address and telephone number of each owner;
(2) The address of the unit(s);
(3) The maximum occupancy of each unit which shall not exceed the maximum
allowed by town ordinance; 
(4) The name, address, and telephone number of the "caretaker" and "alternate
caretaker" as required under section 18-406. 
(5) Certification that the owner will provide the tenant(s)/occupant(s) with written
notice of the conditions of the occupancy agreement required by section 18-404. 
(d) Fee. The annual fee for a rental license shall be as set forth in the fee schedule per unit per calendar year, payable in advance at time of application. Rental license fees are payable by the first day of each calendar year. Licenses applied for and paid for in December of any year shall be issued for the following calendar year. 

Sec. 18-403. Rental certificate of occupancy; inspections; exceptions; fee.
(a) Rental certificate of occupancy required before re-occupancy. No rental unit shall be
occupied after a vacancy by any person other than the owner or persons related directly to
the owner unless a rental certificate of occupancy has been issued by the town as herein
provided. 
(b) Inspection; rental certificate of occupancy. No rental certificate of occupancy shall be
issued until an inspection shall have been conducted by the town to ensure insure that the
dwelling unit is in substantial compliance with the building, plumbing, housing, electrical,
fire, and property maintenance codes of the town. After notification of vacancy by the
owner, the town will conduct the inspection within five working days. A rental unit shall be
deemed to be not in substantial compliance if: 
(1) There are one or more violations which pose a serious and substantial threat to the health, safety or welfare of the occupants; or 
(2) There is an extensive number of minor violations which, cumulatively, pose a
significant threat to the health, safety, welfare or morale of the occupants.

It is the intent of this article, and the code enforcement official shall be guided accordingly, that the greater the cumulative number of violations observed in a rental unit, the less serious any of them must be to result in a determination that a unit is not in substantial compliance; and conversely, the more serious the violations, the fewer there need be to result in a determination that a rental unit is not in substantial compliance.
(c) Exceptions. No rental certificate of occupancy and no inspection shall be required for any of the following: 
(1) Any rental unit occupied by the owner or by persons directly related to the owner;
(2) Any rental unit for which a certificate of occupancy has been issued within the past 12 months following construction or substantial reconstruction of such rental unit; Provided however, anything in this article to the contrary notwithstanding, where any dwelling unit otherwise excepted from the requirement of a rental certificate of occupancy and inspection is determined to be in significant violation of any town building, housing, electrical, plumbing, fire or property maintenance code, such dwelling unit shall not thereafter be reoccupied after the first vacancy following such determination until a rental certificate of occupancy shall be issued following an inspection as provided herein. "Significant violation" for purposes hereof shall mean violations which because of their seriousness or because of their extensive number, in the aggregate, pose a significant threat to the health, safety, welfare or morale of the occupants. 

Kent County News
	Since we, as residents of Hickory Hollow, live in Kent County, it would behoove all of us to know what is happening in our county.  A wonderful source for pertinent information is the “Kent County Levy Court” newsletter that is delivered to our doorsteps via the USPS.  Levy Court news can also be accessed online at: https://www.kentcountyde.gov/Home  The current issue explains at length the senior/veteran property tax credits available for Kent County residents and a thorough explanation of the current property tax statement and the rates utilized.
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