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Upcoming holidays and celebrations:
March
. March 1: Many holidays, including Asiatic Fleet Memorial Day, International Open Data Day, National Frozen Food Day, and National Peanut Butter Lover's Day 
. March 3: Casimir Pulaski Day and Read Across America Day 
. March 4: Shrove Tuesday and Mardi Gras 
. March 5:  First day of Lent
. March 6: National Dentist's Day 
. March 14: National Pi Day 
. March 17: St. Patrick’s Day
. March 20: Spring (vernal equinox) 
. March 29: National Mom and Pop Business Owners Day 

April
. April 1: April Fool's Day, National Sourdough Bread Day, and more 
. April 15: Tax Day 
. April 18: Good Friday 
. April 20: Easter Sunday
. April 28: Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day)


Community News:

In January 2025 the HH HOA transitioned from BC Communities to IPS as our Property Management Company.   IPS sent every household an e-mail or a letter through the USPS with instructions regarding how to set up an account.  This will enable us to submit the annual assessment fee.  It is imperative every household set up their account through the home.ipsde.com website or through the Vantaca app on your smartphone.


If you are having trouble setting up your new IPS account this is the contact information:
· Name: Ms. Christina Peronti
· Title: IPS Property Manager
· Address: 413 Larch Circle, Newport Delaware 19804
· Email: cperonti@ipsde.com
· Telephone: 302 994-3907

[image: Hammer outline]Useful information for maintaining your home as well as understanding how some items work…  https://www.myryanhome.com/home-care

[image: Puppy with solid fill]RESPECT YOUR NEIGHBORS…
              PICK UP your Pooch’s POO

The Smyrna Town code states:
Sec. 14-8. - Accumulation and removal of animal fecal matter (c) Any person in possession of any animal shall immediately remove, in a sanitary manner in an airtight bag or other closed container, any fecal matter deposited by such animal upon any street, sidewalk, park, or upon any other public property, or upon any private property not owned by the person in possession.


[image: Scales of justice with solid fill]The Town of Smyrna, after the third reading of the amended ordinance and unanimous vote by the Town Council on February 3, 2025, has finalized the following code change: 

There has been an important change to the Town Code regarding rental properties and may have an impact on certain properties within Hickory Hollow.  

The following is the Hickory Hollow Declaration of Private Covenants, Condition, and Restrictions:
Section 2.22 Lease Agreements
All lease agreements for any Lot or Structure must be in writing and submitted to the Board of Directors of the Association for approval.  The minimum term of all lease agreements is one year.  All lease agreements are subject to this Amended Declaration and must state so clearly.  Current copies of any lease must be supplied to the Association.  Record Owners who do not reside on their Lot must provide their current addresses and telephone numbers to the Association.
The amended Smyrna town code regarding rentals is as follows:
Amend Chapter 18 (Buildings and Building Regulations), Article XI (Rental
Properties), by making insertions as shown by underline and deletions as shown by strike through, as follows:
Sec. 18-402. Rental license required; exceptions; application and fee.
(a) No dwelling unit may be leased, subleased, or occupied by any person other than the owner until a rental license has been issued by the town. 
(b) Exceptions.
(1) No rental license shall be required where the owner occupies the dwelling unit;
(2) No fee shall be charged if the occupant provides written verification that they are directly related to the owner. 
(c) Application. Application for a rental license shall be on forms provided by the town and signed by at least one co-owner of the subject property. Such forms shall require, among other information: 
(1) The name, address and telephone number of each owner;
(2) The address of the unit(s);
(3) The maximum occupancy of each unit which shall not exceed the maximum allowed by town ordinance; 
(4) The name, address, and telephone number of the "caretaker" and "alternate caretaker" as required under section 18-406. 
(5) Certification that the owner will provide the tenant(s)/occupant(s) with written notice of the conditions of the occupancy agreement required by section 18-404. 
(d) Fee. The annual fee for a rental license shall be as set forth in the fee schedule per unit per calendar year, payable in advance at time of application. Rental license fees are payable by the first day of each calendar year. Licenses applied for and paid for in December of any year shall be issued for the following calendar year. 

Sec. 18-403. Rental certificate of occupancy; inspections; exceptions; fee.
(a) Rental certificate of occupancy required before re-occupancy. No rental unit shall be occupied after a vacancy by any person other than the owner or persons related directly to the owner unless a rental certificate of occupancy has been issued by the town as herein provided. 
(b) Inspection; rental certificate of occupancy. No rental certificate of occupancy shall be issued until an inspection shall have been conducted by the town to ensure insure that the dwelling unit is in substantial compliance with the building, plumbing, housing, electrical, fire, and property maintenance codes of the town. After notification of vacancy by the owner, the town will conduct the inspection within five working days. A rental unit shall be deemed to be not in substantial compliance if: 
(1) There are one or more violations which pose a serious and substantial threat to the health, safety or welfare of the occupants; or 
(2) There is an extensive number of minor violations which, cumulatively, pose a
significant threat to the health, safety, welfare or morale of the occupants.

It is the intent of this article, and the code enforcement official shall be guided accordingly, that the greater the cumulative number of violations observed in a rental unit, the less serious any of them must be to result in a determination that a unit is not in substantial compliance; and conversely, the more serious the violations, the fewer there need be to result in a determination that a rental unit is not in substantial compliance.
(c) Exceptions. No rental certificate of occupancy and no inspection shall be required for any of the following: 
(1) Any rental unit occupied by the owner or by persons directly related to the owner;
(2) Any rental unit for which a certificate of occupancy has been issued within the past 12 months following construction or substantial reconstruction of such rental unit; Provided however, anything in this article to the contrary notwithstanding, where any dwelling unit otherwise excepted from the requirement of a rental certificate of occupancy and inspection is determined to be in significant violation of any town building, housing, electrical, plumbing, fire or property maintenance code, such dwelling unit shall not thereafter be reoccupied after the first vacancy following such determination until a rental certificate of occupancy shall be issued following an inspection as provided herein. "Significant violation" for purposes hereof shall mean violations which because of their seriousness or because of their extensive number, in the aggregate, pose a significant threat to the health, safety, welfare or morale of the occupants. 
[image: Suburban scene with solid fill]

Town of Smyrna Yard Waste Program  
	Begins March 10, 2025
	Ends December 11, 2025
 
If there are any questions, please call the Public Works Dept.             
			302-652-9288

[image: Open book outline]Another Smyrna School District Referendum
https://www.wdel.com/news/smyrna-school-district-schedules-operating-referendum/article_05ac82e2-dcca-11ef-923b-3f125ec293a0.html

Smyrna School District schedules operating referendum
· WDEL News  Published Jan 27, 2025 at 12:00 pm  

Top of FormBottom of Form
The Smyrna School District has set an operating referendum for March 15th.

The district is hoping to raise $5.4 million for hiring and retention of teachers and staff, school safety, and certain expenses for extra-curricular activities, clubs and sports. Also, the Smyrna School District hopes to make more investments into technology.

Last year, voters rejected an operating-and-capital referendum but later approved a capital referendum for a new intermediate school when the operating portion was taken out.

Community meetings to explain the referendum, the property tax impact, and to answer questions will take place February 12th at the Central Office at 6:00 p.m. and March 11th at Smyrna Middle School at 7:00 p.m.

If approved, taxes in New Castle County would increase by 39.33 cents per $100 of assessed property value (based on late 1980’s property values – new home assessments start in 2025), based on the current assessed rate. Kent County property owners would pay an additional 9.24 cents per $100 assessed property value. (potentially a $373 increase/year based on a $400,000 assessed home value)

According to the Smyrna School District, if the referendum is not approved "the district will face budget shortfalls which could result in cuts to programs, staffing issues, and other resources that directly impact students and staff."

A meeting to discuss the referendum is scheduled for:
	March 11, 2025 at 7PM at Smyrna Middle School 
(700 Duck Creek Parkway, Smyrna)

The future of our children and grandchildren will be decided by asking questions, making an informed decision, and voting on
March 15, 2025, 7AM until 8PM
at the following locations: Smyrna Elementary School, Clayton Intermediate School, Kenton Ruritan Club, Smyrna Middle School, and Sunnyside Elementary School
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4 TOWN OF SMYRNA, DELAWARE

A PUBLIC NOTICE:
" SOLICITATION OF CANDIDATES FOR
STOWN“ 5= """ DN OF SMIYRNA COUNCIL
myrna TOWN OF SMYRNA ELECTION TO
DELAWARE  BE HELD APRIL 29, 2025
Positions Open:
Mayor seat with a term of 2 years (May 2025 — April 2027)

At-Large seat with a term of 3 years (May 2025 — April 2028)
District 1 seat with a term of 3 years (May 2025 — April 2028)

Eligibility Requirements for Mayor and Council:
1. 21 years of age or older.
2. Shall not have been convicted of a felony, [must pass a background check].
3. Resident of the Town of Smyrna for at least 1 year prior to the election.
a. Candidates for a representative district council seat must have
resided in the district for at least 1 year prior to the election.
4. Qualified to vote at a Town election, which additionally requires a
candidate to:
a. BeaU.S. citizen
b. Never have been adjudged a mentally incompetent person
by a court of competent jurisdiction
c. Never have been disenfranchised pursuant to the Delaware
Constitution.

Procedure for Filing to Run for Office:
Complete the following form, (available at Town Hall or online):
1. Candidate Filing Form, (indicate the Term of Office Requested).

Drop off or mail completed forms to: ~ Town of Smyrna
Attn: Election personnel
27 S. Market St plaza
Smyrna, DE 19977

ABSENTEE BALLOTS:

Individuals qualified to vote in elections who are unable to appear in

person to cast a ballot because of being in the public or military service

of the United States, being unavoidably absent from the town on the day

of the election, due to sickness or physical disability, or as otherwise
permitted under 15 Del. C. § 7571, may file with the town a written affidavit
requesting an absentee ballot no later than 12:00 noon the day before the
election. Affidavit forms are available at Town Hall or on the town website.

FILING DEADLINE: 4:30 P.M. MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2025

For further information or forms, please visit
WWW.SMYRNA.DELAWARE.GOV
Town of Smyrna 302-653-9231
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é TOWN OF SMYRNA
S“rﬁ:'yrna VOTER REGISTRATION

DELAWAKE

The Town of Smyrna will offer voter registration as follows:
SMYRNA TOWN HALL, 27 S. MARKET STREET PLAZA
Thursday, March 6, 2025 — 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.
Saturday, March 15, 2025 - 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 PM.
Thursday, March 20, 2025 - 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.
Saturday, March 29, 2025 - 12:00 PM to 2:00 P.M.

‘You may also register in person at Town Hall on weekdays
between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Voter Registration closes
on April 14, 2025 at 4:30 p.m.

You may also register in person at The Department of
Elections for Kent County located at 100 Enterprise Place

Suite 5, Dover, Delaware or online at www.ivote.DE.gov.
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